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Implement Justice, Fulfil the Rights Among Human Beings

Blessed Friday Jemaah,
Last week, we were reminded of the need to be just to all of
Allah’s creations. Hopefully, by doing so Allah s.w.t. will
increase the takwa in our hearts and help us to fulfil all of His
commands and abstain from His prohibitions. Amin Ya Rabbal
‘alamin.

Jemaah,
Before Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. was made a messenger of
Allah, there was an incident involving a Yemeni trader who sold
his goods to a Quraisy trader. However, after the Quraisy trader
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received the goods, he refused to pay the promised price. The
Yemeni trader reported the incident to the Quraisy leader in
Makkah, seeking justice. Seeing this, the Quraisy leaders
including Prophet Muhammad s.a.w., who was known as AlAmin or the trustworthy one, signed an agreement to defend
those who have been oppressed even if the oppressor were to
come from amongst their people. After he was made a Rasul,
Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. said:“I attended an agreement
held at the house of Abdullah bin Jud’an. There is nothing
that surpasses my love for the red camel except for this
agreement. If I was asked to agree to this agreement after the
coming of Islam, I would partake in it.”[Hadith reported by AlBaihaqi]

This agreement was known as Hilful Fudhul, which means the
agreement of those who were prioritised or honoured.

That was how Islam and the Messenger of Allah uphold the
principle of justice among all of humankind. Allah s.w.t. wants
us to uphold justice and fairness in all our relations with others.
Even if the oppressor is from among our race, religion, or even
our own family members, we must defend the oppressed. Allah
s.w.t. reminds us in surah An-Nisa verse 135:
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يَـٰٓأَيُّہَا ٱ ذ َِّل َين َءا َمنُو ْا ُكونُو ْا قَ ذوٲ ِم َي ِبألۡ ِق ۡسطِ ُشہَدَ ا ٰٓ َء ِ ذ ِّلِل َولَ ۡو عَ َ ٰٓل َٱن ُف ِس ُ ُۡك َٱ ِو ٱلۡ َو ِ َٲِل ۡي ِن َوٱ ۡ َۡل ۡق َرب َِي
ان يَ ُك ۡن غَ ِن ًّيا َٱ ۡو فَ ِق ً۬ ريا فَأ ذ ُّلِل َٱ ۡو ََل ِبہِ َما فَ ََ َََّ ذ ِِ ُُو ْا ٱلۡه ََو ٰٓى َٱن ََ ُۡ ِدلُو ْا َوان ََۡۡ ُو ۤۥ ْا َٱ ۡو َُ ُۡ ِرضُ و ْا فَا ذن
ِ
ِ
ِ
ون َخِ ً۬ رِيا
َ ُۡٱ ذ َّلِل ََك َن ِب َما ََ ُۡ َم
Which means: “O you who have believed, be persistently
standing firm in justice, witnesses for Allah , even if it be
against yourselves or parents and relatives. Whether one is rich
or poor, Allah is more worthy of both. So follow not [personal]
inclination, lest you not be just. And if you distort [your
testimony] or refuse [to give it], then indeed Allah is ever, with
what you do, Acquainted.”

Jemaah, this verse reminds us that the importance of upholding
justice should not be blinded by our love for someone. If we are
an employer and our employee, who is of the same race or
religion, commits a mistake or even a crime that can harm
others and him, it is our responsibility to ensure that we try and
prevent it from happening. Just as how we do not want others
to oppress and be cruel to us, then we should do so for others.
In fact, by preventing the person from going on with his bad
intentions, we are actually helping him. Hence, there is a hadith
of Rasulullah s.a.w. which reminds us: “Help your brother,
whether he is an oppressor or he is an oppressed one. If he is
an oppressor help by preventing him from oppressing others. If
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he is oppressed, help him to be free from the oppression.”
[Hadith reported by Imam Al-Bukhari]

Sadly, today we see how some people will defend and condone
those who are of the same religious views as them, or from the
same group of friends, even if the person is doing something
wrong. For example, if he sees a friend shaming, even insulting
and oppressing another person of a different religious view,
instead of reminding his friend not to do so, he defends and
upholds the opinion of his friend! This is not in line with what
Islam teaches us. We should not heed our desires and our ego.
If our friend is in the wrong, then we have to help him by
correcting him.

Friday Jemaah,
Besides that, we should also ensure that in being just to all of
humankind, we extend kindness to everyone. As we desire
upon others to be kind to us, we should do so to others. Nabi
s.a.w. once said: “None of you will believe until you love for
your brother what you love for yourself.”
Don’t you want to be helped, supported and motivated at times
when you are down and in need? Hence, with that as an
example, that is why as Muslims we should strive to help
victims of disasters, no matter their race, religion nor their
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citizenship. We empathise and sympathise with anyone who
has been tested with all sorts of tragedies, including those
affected by terror attacks whether they are in France, Turkey,
Ivory Coast or anywhere else. We pray to Allah that He will
return the peace, prosperity and tranquillity in them and to
retain it for us.

Hopefully by doing so, Allah s.w.t. will make us more just in our
thoughts and actions, and eventually, those who are more
takwa to Him and earn His pleasure. Amin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin.
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