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Understanding The Rahmah of The Prophet s.a.w.

Blessed Friday Jemaah,
Let us strive to maintain our devotion to Allah by obeying all of
His commands and abstain from His prohibitions. May Allah
s.w.t. grant us deep faith and conviction in His deen. Amin!

Dear Jemaah,
Last week, we discussed what it meant by Allah’s rahmah
which encompasses all of His creations. Today, we will learn
about rahmah as one of the characteristics of our beloved
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messenger, Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. by understanding the
rahmah or mercy that he radiated to the world. Allah s.w.t. says
in the Quran:

Meaning: “There has certainly come to you a Messenger from
among yourselves. Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is]
concerned over you and to the believers is kind and merciful.”
[Surah At-Taubah:128]

Beloved Jemaah,
The verse that was just recited records the sincerity of the
Prophet’s love and his mercy to all of humanity. Rasulullah
s.a.w. hoped that all of his ummah will be safe in this world and
the hereafter. There is a hadith that described the love
Rasulullah s.a.w. had towards his ummah: “My life is a great
good for you: you will relate about me and it will be related to
you. And my death is a great good for you, your actions will be
presented to me and if I see goodness I will praise Allah for it,
and if see any evildoing I will ask forgiveness (of Allah) for you.”
[Hadith reported by Al-Bazzar & Al-Haitsami]
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Look at how great Rasulullah’s mercy for his ummah was! He
was always thinking of his ummah and prayed for everyone’s
prosperity. His love, care and concern was for all of humanity.

Jemaah,
The Qur’anic verse and hadith above are just some of the many
evidences that show the merciful character of Prophet
Muhammad s.a.w. and his love for others. For those among us
who read and study those texts, surely we wonder what are the
benefits to us in understanding this characteristic of his?

The objective of doing so is to reflect upon ourselves, and help
us emulate the Prophet s.a.w. in spreading mercy to all. In fact,
a believer (Mukmin) who claims to love Rasulullah s.a.w. will
strive to uphold his sunnah. That is the true meaning of love.
The Prophet s.a.w. stated: “Whoever upholds my sunnah, that
is a sign of his love for me. And whoever loves me, he will be
with me in Allah’s paradise” [Hadith narrated by At-Tirmizi]

Blessed Jemaah,
Rasulullah s.a.w. repeatedly reminded us of the importance of
good akhlak in our daily interactions with others. Among the
prophetic traditions that state this, one carries this meaning: “He
is not of us who does not have mercy on young children, nor
honour the elderly.” [Hadith reported by At-Tirmizi]
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If the hadith that I have just shared emphasises the importance
of akhlak with others, let us reflect upon anotherhadith that
emphasises good akhlak with our closest family members. The
Prophet s.a.w. said: “"The best of you is he who is best to his
family, and I am the best among you to my family.” [Hadith
reported by At-Tirmizi]

In his interactions with his wife and children, Rasulullah s.a.w.
was merciful toward them by joking in a friendly manner, giving
gentle advice and helping out his wife and children at home. If
the Prophet s.a.w. who was extremely busy with many
responsibilities was still able to help his wife with household
duties, we should also be able to do so.

Let us reflect upon the noble and beautiful character of
Rasulullah s.a.w. that attracted many to Islam. His face calms
those who see it, his gentle and kind demeanour encourages
others to emulate him. Such was his admirable conduct.

Jemaah,
Whenever we witness or read about the different crises
happening around the world, we would often ask ourselves,
how can we extend help to the victims, regardless of their
religious beliefs. How can we spread mercy to this group who is
in dire need of assistance?
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Jemaah, there are many ways to spread mercy. One is to
continuously remember them in our doa, as well as to raise
awareness about their plight and the challenges that they face.
We can also extend help through official channels and
organisations that are recognised by the government, for
example, the Rahmatan Lil ‘Alamin fund, to ensure that the
contributions reach the intended recipients.

If we are able to appreciate and understand the noble and
merciful akhlak of Rasulullah s.a.w., then our lives will be more
beautiful for us as well as those around us. We are definitely
nowhere close to the Prophet s.a.w.. But we should be grateful
to Allah s.w.t. for the blessing of being part of the ummah of
Rasulullah s.a.w., hence we should strive to spread mercy as
reflected by our beloved messenger. May Allah s.w.t. grant us,
and our families, his Rahmah, Insyallah. Amin Ya Rabbal
Alamin.
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