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The Worldly Life And The Importance Of Being Grateful

Blessed Friday Jemaah,
Let us increase our takwa to Allah s.w.t. by striving hard to obey
all His commands and abstaining from what Allah has
prohibited upon us. It is only with takwa that it will be easier for
us to attain Allah’s help in order to achieve His pleasure
(redha).

Jemaah,
As a continuation to the lessons contained in surah Al-Kahfi that
we discussed in the past sermons, today I will touch on another
story discussed in surah Al-Kahfi. It is related to the blessings of
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living in this world, and how we should always be grateful to
Allah for the blessing. Allah says in Surah Al-Kahfi, verse 32:

Which means: “And present to them an example of two men:
We granted to one of them two gardens of grapevines, and We
bordered them with palm trees and placed between them [fields
of] crops.”

At the beginning of this story, Allah describes two men: one was
bestowed blessings in the form of wealth, crops and land,
whereas the other did not own such wealth. Allah s.w.t. then
describes how the one who received the blessing of wealth was
proud of his wealth, and only focused on the wealth but not the
One who bestowed the wealth upon him, and it was as if he
ignored the Bestower of Wealth. This bad attitude is explained
in surah Al-Kahfi:

Which means: “And he had fruit, so he said to his companion
while he was conversing with him, "I am greater than you in
wealth and mightier in [numbers of] men." And he entered his
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garden while he was unjust to himself. He said, "I do not think
that this will perish - ever.”

Friday jemaah,
Such is the attitude of humankind who do not make iman (faith)
as the strongest pillar in their lives, assuming that everything
that he owns will remain eternally and thus, his dependence on
Allah becomes weak. In fact, they even feel that the success
that they have attained is a result of only their hard work. In this
case, they have indirectly ignored Allah’s help in order for them
to attain that success. He has forgotten that it is Allah that
grants success in education, career and also life, to him and his
family. He has forgotten that everything belongs to Allah and
will return to Him.

In the verses that were just recited, Allah s.w.t. describes the
story of a man who did not own much wealth but had firm faith
in Allah. His faith made him calm and he felt that Allah was
always with him. He was confident that Allah will grant him
something better because he had a deep sense of humility and
strong dependence only to Allah s.w.t.

Blessed jemaah,
In a cosmopolitan society like ours, success is often measured
by wealth or one’s status within the community. Respect is
sometimes given to another because he is wealthy and is of
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high stature, and thus that is why many people want to amass
wealth and live lavishly.

Islam does not prevent or discourage a person to be wealthy
and to work hard to achieve worldly success, for it is better than
to hold out one’s hand and beg for help. However, while we
work hard to strive for worldly success, the objective should be
clear that the wealth that we want to achieve is not just for
personal gains, and not to be deluded that money is everything.
Rather, the wealth and success that Allah has blessed us with
should bring us much closer to Allah s.w.t. We need to always
remember that the truth of the matter is that whatever we have
earned and gained was achieved only with Allah’s permission
and help.

Hence, when a true believer achieves any form of blessing and
rezeki (sustenance) from Allah, he will remember that Allah is
the Sustainer. He will not neglect his duties to Allah, The One
who Gives, just because he is too focused on amassing wealth.
In fact, he will be more diligent in remembering Allah and
leveraging on the blessings bestowed upon him to benefit
others. Wealth is not our ultimate goal in life, but as a means to
attain Allah’s pleasure. Rasulullah s.a.w. reminded us in a doa
he taught to us:
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Which means: “And do not make it a trial for us in in our
religious affairs, and do not make this world our greatest
ambition and the peak of our knowledge, and do not make us
those who do not love us to have power over us”. [Hadith
reported by At-Tirmidzi and Hakim]

Every nikmat or blessing is also a test from Allah, whether the
receiver will be more obedient to Allah s.w.t. or will instead, use
the blessing given to him to fulfil his desires and bring himself
further from Allah.

Beloved jemaah,
In verse 42 of surah Al-Kahfi, Allah s.w.t. describes what then
happens to the man who was not grateful for the blessings that
Allah has bestowed upon him. Allah says, which means: “And
his fruits were encompassed [by ruin]”. And only then did he
regret but it was too late. This reminds us that nothing in this
world is permanent. Allah s.w.t. gives, and at the same time He
has the power to take back these gifts at any time. Hence,
when things are easy for us and we are enjoying many
blessings from Allah, do not be arrogant and forget who we
really are. Ensure that we fulfil our obligations- paying zakat
when it is due as well as ensuring the rights of the wife and
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children are met. Hopefully by doing so, the barakah in our lives
will be preserved. Jemaah, we never know but today we may
be giving, and perhaps tomorrow we will be the one receiving.
Hence, plan our needs and that of our families’ wisely and with
prudence. That is one of the ways we show our gratitude for the
blessings given by Allah. Come, let us take advantage of these
moments when making doa is mustahab, to extend our hope to
Allah s.w.t.

Ya Allah, The Most Loving, make us your humble servants who
are always grateful to You, fix our hearts so that we will always
love You no matter what situation we are in and we are tested
with, protect us Ya Allah from any matters that may weaken our
iman. Verily, we are your weak servants so strengthen our iman
so that we can continue to uphold the religion in every aspect of
our lives and in all our actions. Amin ya Rabbal alamin!
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