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Al-Quran As Guidance: Lessons From
Surah Al-Kahfi

Blessed jemaah,
In the last few weeks, the Friday sermons have emphasised on
the importance of seeking accurate and correct knowledge
about the religion. Hopefully by doing so, our takwa toward
Allah will blossom and strengthen further. Hopefully this will
motivate us to continue obeying all of Allah’s commands and
avoiding what He has prohibited upon us.
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Jemaah,
The first step that we can take is to try and appreciate the
teachings found in the Quran. Allah s.w.t. says in surah Al-Kahfi
verses 1 and 2:

Which means: “[All] praise is [due] to Allah, who has sent down
upon His Servant the Book and has not made therein any
deviance. [He has made it] straight, to warn of severe
punishment from Him and to give good tidings to the believers
who do righteous deeds that they will have a good reward.”.

Jemaah,
Al-Quran is indeed a blessing from Allah for the entire universe,
through which Allah s.w.t. guides us to the straight path, and
gives glad tidings to those who have faith; and clear warnings to
those who have erred. Whenever Friday approaches, we will be
reminded to uphold the sunnah of the Prophet s.a.w. that is to
recite one particular surah from the noble Quran. Rasulullah
s.a.w. said: “Whoever reads Surah Al-Kahfi on Friday; Allah will
grant him light between the two Fridays.” [Hadith reported by AlHakim and Al-Baihaqi]
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Hence, I would like to call upon all to try and recite surah AlKahfi, the 18th surah in the Quran, on every Friday. At the same
time, make sure that we understand its meaning and the stories
and lessons contained in the surah. Hopefully we will not be
among those the Prophet s.a.w. described as reading the
Quran but not reading beyond their throats, whereby the
meanings of the verses do not touch their hearts and move their
souls.

Friday Jemaah,
Saidatina Aisyah r.a. when asked about the Prophet’s akhlak,
responded: “Verily, the akhlak of Rasulullah is the Quran”.
[Hadith reported by Imam Muslim] The hadith means that Nabi
s.a.w. will study the teachings and contents of the Quran, and
he would then abide by them, and abstain from what is
forbidden in the Quran. Hence, our relationship with the Quran
should also be as such.

Blessed Jemaah,
When was the last time we looked at the Quran? Do we have a
copy of the Quran or an application (on our smart gadgets) that
will enable us to look at the Quran, even for a while, daily?
Sometimes we hear people saying that we must enliven Islam,
we must let Islam triumph, but sadly they have yet to make the
Quran their companion. Their hearts are not close to the Quran.
It is even sadder if they simply copy and paste Quranic verses
as their Facebook statuses, or upload to Twitter and Instagram,
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simply to show that they are pious but they themselves fail to
understand the meaning of these verses; what more to practice
it. If this happens, then we should strive to change our attitude
towards the Quran. It is feared that it might instead make our
relationship with the Quran even further. Allah s.w.t. says:

Which means: “And the Messenger has said, "O my Lord,
indeed my people have taken this Qur'an as [a thing]
abandoned.". [Surah al-Furqan verse 30]
Imam Ibnu Katsir explained that the term “Mahjura”: which
means “abandoned” has several meanings, among them: A
person who does not want to try and understand the meaning of
the verses in the Quran.

This is a trait of our biggest enemy syaitan alaihi laknatullah. In
surah Al-Kahfi, verse 50, Allah reminds us of the story of Iblis.
He knew the truth but chose to turn away from the truth. He
neglected Allah’s command because of his ego and arrogance.
Allah s.w.t. says:

Which means: “And [mention] when We said to the angels,
"Prostrate to Adam," and they prostrated, except for Iblis. He
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was of the jinn and departed from the command of his Lord.
Then will you take him and his descendants as allies other than
Me while they are enemies to you? Wretched it is for the
wrongdoers as an exchange.”

Beloved Jemaah,
We often busy ourselves looking for enemies that we can see
and are bent on defeating them. But we forget about syaitan,
the enemy that is clearly present, and in fact, it is said in a
hadith that syaitan can flow in our bodies and influence our
bodies and our hearts, just like the blood running through our
veins. Our children need to be reminded often to guard against
syaitan’s whispers, pleadings and provocations which can be
very tempting. We are unable to be with our children at all
times. And we are not able to monitor them every second.
Hence, we should develop a sense of immunity in ourselves,
and our children, against syaitan – that is to be firm toward
syaitan’s influence. Teach them that whenever they feel like
doing a bad deed or a sin, quickly remember Allah and move
away to a better situation or environment. Inculcate in them the
habit of making zikir so that their hearts will be protected by
Allah s.w.t.
Rasulullah s.a.w. said: “Whoever says: La ilaha illallah
wahdahu la syarikalah, lahul mulku wa lahul hamdu wa huwa
‘ala kulli syai-in qadir (There is no god but Allah, alone, without
any partner. The Kingdom and praise belong to Him and He
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has power over everything) 100 times in a day, then he obtains
the reward equivalent to freeing ten slaves, and is also
recorded the reward of doing 100 good deeds and 100 of his
bad deeds are erased, and he is protected from syaitan’s
temptations throughout the day until the afternoon.” [Muttafaq
alaihi]

May Allah s.w.t. enliven our hearts with a deep understanding
of the Quran and all our actions be guided by the light of the
Quran. Hopefully, by being close to the Quran and practising
the teachings found in the Quran, Allah will protect us and our
families from danger and bad influences in this world and the
hereafter. Amin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin.
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